"4 » a Wt 
- * 1 * 
"x 4 * 1 oo * 8 
— * -” * 
. 


- 


OR CODEC OE GN 


* 9 


* BOS; * + 
2 % >< KK ͤ 


Wok, 
TE 


2 
* 


U 
» 5 
9 = * 34 


! „ 


— 
* % 
/ . 
* * 
4 
— 
- 
. 
: 
o > 
" „ 
* 
. 
* £ 
* 
wm 
wo 9 
8 . 
FEY 
= 


"i 


IH os 
WL oh nnd — * 
- 


Popes 


. 
9 


Ly 9 


- 


-= 


wy 


2 4 


5 PR Sy £4 
= a . Y * * 6 . : 1 . - vil — 
3. 4» gh Ri £ 2. — 8 ? bu f * ; & 
# — A * 1 . * 8 * bs 1 — n . 
N 7 "% 7 "4 N 4 4 0 * PR 2 N 2 7 * ' N * . & 1 5 1 _ 
U . - . = * +. at o 1 . 
2 * . . 4 1 AJ 4 . * : 3 . -& 4 bh ITT ST 
= * 0 — wv 4 1 
* — o a * 4 * - 4 v* £7 . : 
bs 4 - py 4 * . ' Y 8 * 4 F - ; +44 | 
; £27 a 8 3 1 | - A Wea» "IA * „„ 1 
1 ; 1 * 2 wy, 4 | nd Wa £3 ho od N , * © 5 4 4.4 \ .*% Gd. ' ” 5 
1 LA 4 1 * * « %* FA - ' . —_— FI 44k * 
I _ 4,8 K * * gt * 8 - - 2 * IX * 
1 . ao. "7 r AXvF* * 
- , »CEI 
9 erer, 
71 b N 
= 4 _ * % 
n . N . ſe 
—_— . +» " 
0 hap 5 * '#. o 
— As: - : 8 
> % 
* 1 
— * 
NN * 
RE,” 
* V 1 
1 * . 5 — a * 
5 % . 
= 
x Y - 
a x - 
- 
BEING 
* * 0 7 5 - 
- ” 
, 


their wanting Work, and the 
true Cauſes aſſign d. 


ITI SOME 
Uſeful OsSsEKRVATITIO NS on the 


Silk, Stuff, and Callicoe Trades, in 
England, Holland, &c. 
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LONDON: 


Printed, and Sold by J. RozxexTts in 
Warwick- Lane; and J. Ha xx1SON at 
the Royal- Ert bange. 1719. 
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THE 
WEAVERS 
PRETENCES 


EXAMIN'D, Ge. 


E have the Happineſs 
all above many other Na- 
tions, to live in a Coun- 
ry. which, by the Fer- 
[EEC 20 | tility of its Soil, Tem- 


perature of its Climate, and eſpecially 
by the Trade and Induſtry of its Inha- 
birants, affords us not only plenty of 
what is neceſſary for the ſupport of 

Life, 


„„ 
Liſe, but all che deſirable Products of 
foreign Countries; thoſe Conveniences 
which contribute ſo eminently to the 
rendring our Living both commodious 
and pleaſant: For by the exporting of 
that part of our Produce and Manufa- 
ctures, which we have not occaſion 
for pur felves, we are enabled to pur- 


chaſe the richeſt Furrs of the North, 


the Spices, Druggs, Mullins and Calli- 
goes of the Eaſt, the Gold and Silver of 
the Weſt, and the Wine, Oil and Sugar 


of the warmer Climates. 


Bur what ſignifies all our Riches, and 
that Liberty and Property that we fo 
juſtly boaſt off except we have the 
liberty of eating and drinking, or wear- 
ing what we pleaſe, and thinking or 
believing what we pleaſe 2 


As the Riches of rich People wou'd 
be of no Value to them, if there were 
not Poor to work for them; ſo the 
Labour of the Poor wou d be of no 
Value 


(2H 


Value to them neither, if there were 
not Rich to pay them for it; which 
ſhews the Uſefulneſs and Convenieney, 
of ſome degree of Superfluity and Ex- 
| fravagancy amongſt the rower Mert. 


After this ſhort Premiſe, I proceed 
directly to my Subject, viz: The Cum- 
Plaints of the Weavers, which we can 
know only by their Murmuring in 
Corners, and their Riotous Actions 
in the open Streets: The Complaint 
is, that they have not, of cannot have 
Work; and the Pretence is, that the 


Wearing of Printed Callicoe is the 
Reaſon of it. 


As to the firſt Part of the c tn B 
viz. That they have nor Work, 'tis 
plain indeed that all of them have 
not, or are not employed in ſuch 
Work as they ought to be; otherwiſe 
we ſhould not ſhe ſuch N umbers of 
them committing ſuch Brutiſh and Vil 


lainous Actions in the Streets, as would 


be 


(8). 


be'a Sala” to any civiliz d Nation; 
but as I ſay, though all of them have 
not Work, yer it does not folſow that 
they cannot have it; and no doubt but 
they might, were they but as willing as 
ſome Gentlemen are to employ them, 


as appears by an Advertiſement in the 
Gaxette, on the 13th Inſtant. But 
though J could, yet I have no Mind to 
cut them off ſhore with this; but rather 
chuſe to examine the Matter thoroughly 
and impartially, ſo as J doubt nor, but 
to convince. any unprejudiced Reader, 
that their Pretences are but very ill 


grounded. 


To the latter Part of the Complaint, 
vie. That the Wearing of Printed Cal- 


licoes is the Occaſion of their wanting 
Work; I anſwer, firſt, in reſpect to Wool- 
len or Worſted-Weaving, it's impoſſible it 


ſhou'd beſo; for if it were, the undeniable 


Conſequence wou d be, that Wool wou d 


fall much in Price, and be but a Drug at 
Market; But yet it is well known, that 


not- 


irn a 


65 
notwithſtanding the vaſt Quantities that 
we have Imported of late from Ireland. 
it's quite the contrary; it having been 
dearer for theſe Two Years paſt, and 
ſcarcer ar Marker, than it had been for 
many Years before. 


Beſide, the Prices of Printed Calli- 
coes, do ſo very far exceed the Prices 
of Woolen of Worſted-Stuffs, that they 
do not interfere with them; for thoſe 
that buy Stuffs, buy them for their 
Cheapneſs, which Im ſure cannot be 
ſaid of thoſe that buy Callicoes ; of 
which Truth our Wives make us ſenſible 
to our Coſt, 


And as to the Silk-Weaving, the 
Price of Callicoe is as much below that 
of Silk, that it cannot be truly ſaid that 
Callicoes hinder the Wearing of Silk; 
and it's very likely that many of thoſe 
that buy Callicoe, wou'd not buy any 


Thing elſe inſtead of it, if there was 
| B no 
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( 


no ſuch Thing in being as Eallicoe. ; 


being induced to buy more for che 
ſake of Variety, than any Occaſjon 


they have for it: Beſides, Silks that are 


wove here, may be ſaid to be as much 


a Foreign Commodity, as Callicoes 
that are printed here; moſt of which, 
being firſt made in our own Colonies in 
the Eaſt-Indies, at a very ſmall Price, 
which being (in the common Senfe of 
the Word) ſo many times manufactu- 


red over again here, as encreaſes their 
Value to a very great Degree, and 

maintains Thouſands of poor Families: 
And great Quantities are Exported to Fo- 
reign Parts, to the great Profit and Ad- 


vantage of this Kingdom; and as for 
the Printed Linnens, the major Part of 
them are entirely both Britiſſ Growth 
and Manufacture. 


But the Silks chat we Import, whe. 
ther Wrought or Unwrought, we buy 
at dear Rates of Foreigners, either with 


8 Mo- 


bs wa YC as 


(i) 
Money or Bills of Exchange, which is 
che ſame Thing in Effet to the Na- 
naß | =p; (pry po 


The Importation of Datch and Halian, 
and ſmugling of French Wrought Silks, 
damages the Silk-Weaving here, much 
more than the Callicoes; and were our 
Silk-Weavers as much concern'd for the 
Improvement of the Manufacture, as 
they are for their own particular 
Gain, no doubt but the Importations of 
Wrought Silks wou d greatly diminiſh. 


But the grand Cauſe of the Weavers 
wanting Work, is the Covetouſneſs of 
both Maſters and Journeymen, in tak- 
ing ſo many Prentices for the ſake of the 
Money they have with them; not con- 
ſidering whether they ſhall have Em- 
ployment for them or not. 


Then again, Journeymen-Weavers 
come from many Parts of Exgland to 
* Lon- 


(1) 
London, for the ſake of eaſier Work, and 
greater Wages, ſo that their Numbers 

are, (as Im credibly informed) neat 
double, whar they were Ten Years ago. 

| Theſe Things confidered, tis no Woh- 
der, that ſome of them have not Work; 
eſpecially at this Juncture, when our 

Inland Trade hath been damp'd, by the 
Noiſe of an Invaſion, and the Foreign 
by the late Rupture with Spain; but as 
the Publick Affairs have ſo good an Aſ- 
ped on our Side, we may juſtly hope, 
that our Trade will ſoon return with 
uncommon Vigour. 


And there's another Cauſe yet, which 
I had almoſt forgot, tho common al- 
moſt in every Bodys Mouth, that is, 
when they have a Fluſh of Work, in 
the Spring ar other Times, (as a Flux 
and Ebb is common to almoſt all Trades), 
then many of them will not Work above 
| Three Days in the Week; running away 
to the Ale. Howes * and gam- 


ing 


lar, does not only encreaſe the Wealth 


9 
ing away their Money, and what is ra- 
ther worſe, waſting their Time, and 
getting into ill Habits; ſo that tis no 
Wonder, that their Families may want 
when rhe Time of Ebb comes. f 


The many Duties on Printed Calli- 
coe, do very much increaſe the Publick 
Revenue, and the Monies ariſing there- 
from is appropriated by Parliament, 
for the Security and Reimburſing of 
great Numbers of Perſons, who have 
contracted with the Government at ſe- 
veral Times. | 


The Printing of Callicoes and Lin- 
nens, occaſions a great Conſumption of 
Gauls, Gums, and many Sorts of Dying 
Wares, ' to the Encouragement of the 
Turkey and Weſt- India Trades. 


The Eaſt India Trade in general, and 
the Importation of Callicoes in particue 


of 


(14) 


of the Nation, but is à great Encou. | 
ragement to Navigation, and to building 


and fitting out large Ships ; and they lay 
in ſuch -plentiful - Stores, that there's 


hardly any one Trade in London that 


does not receive ſome Benefit by the 


fictin 5 out of an Eaſt- India Ship. 

As T faid before, great Quantities of 
printed Callicoes are exported, to our 
great Profit and Advantage; but there 
are ſome Trades eſpecially, which can- 
not be carried on with any Succeſs with- 


out them; as the Guinea, Weſt.- India and 
South. Sea; which Trades every one 


muſt allow, to be highly beneficial to 
the whole Nation. 


And as our own people find by Ex- 
perience, that nothing will waſh ſo well, 


or anſwer their Ends in many reſpects, 


near ſo well as Callicoe, is it not unjuſt as 


well as unreaſonable in any Body to deſire 


or endeavour to force it from them 2 


Our 
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| People, and without doubt underſtand 


all the different Branches of Trade, 
and their own Intereſt, as well as any 
Nation in the World; and though they 
haye many conſiderable ManufaQtories 
of their own, eſpecially of Silk, yet 
they have not prohibited, or ſo much 
as laid any high Duty upon any fo- 
reign Manufactures, well knowing that 
exceſſive Duties are great Encourage- 
ments to Running; and that Prohibitions 
make People more eager for that which 
is forbid and difficult to obtain. 


May not many other Trades make 
Pretences as well as the Weavers 2 May 
not the Maltſters and Brewers riſe up a- 
gainſt the Vintners, becauſe they ſell a 
foreign Commodity, which hinders che 
Sale of Malt Liquors? And may not the 
Ale-houſe: Keepers againſt che Diſtillers, 
becauſe their Spirits, not only hinder 

the 
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6160 
the Sale of their Beer and Ale, but eu- 
liven, heat, and fuddle People ſooner 


and more effectually? And why mayn't 
the Weavers of Norwich and Coventry 


riſe againſt thoſe of Spiele Fields, be: 
cauſe their Stuffs and Silks, hinder the 


Sale of their Crapes and Tammies ? And 
why not the Butchers againſt the Fiſh- 
Mongers? And ſo on to o the end of the 


Chapter. 


1 believe I may venture to ſay, that 
no reaſonable Man will pretend in the 
leaſt to excuſe thoſe Barbarous and un- 
lawful Actions of the Weavers ; ſuch 
as aſſaulting and robbing of People, 


in the Streets or High-ways, and in 
their Houſes; frightening Women and 


Children into Fitts, inſomuch that ſome 


of them, as I'm informed, died ſoon 
after: and their aſſembling in ſuch a 


riorous manner, in Defiance of the 


Government, and uttering ſeditious 
Words; fo that if thoſe that are ta- 
ken 


Cy) 
ken, ſhou d come to ſuffer the Puniſſi- 
ment that's due for their Crimes, they 
have themſelves to thank for i it. . 159 


4 


The chief End ** Def ign of all 4 | 
Governments in the civiliz'd Part of the 
World, is, or ought to be, to prote and 
defend eyery one in all his Rights and 
Properties; and were every Man at liber- 
ty to do what he thought fir, to remove 
whatever he might imagine to be a 
Grievance to him, what a miſerable . 
and ſavage People ſhou'd we be; what 
p wou d the Conſequence. be, but Famine 
and Deſolation ; for who would work, 
| or take any Care to maintain his 
Family, if he cou'd not enjoy the Fruic 
of his Labour in N pe «OF 


And Thoſe who are o e to re< 
fect on the preſent Adminiſtration, for 
| their Care and Activity in cruſhing thoſe 

ninſolent Outrages of the Weavers, which, 
it nor timely prevented, might have 
| C > own 
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Bren prejudictal to wa Tranquility. by þ 
4 his Majeſtys Government, and the 0 
peierty of his Sutzects, do hut hoy eichef 
their F olly or Mayer, - 
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